Headmaster's Newsletter

THIS WEEK AT ST FAITH'S
18th March 2022
Dear All,
The week began with an assembly about discovering talents, in which we were all reminded
about the ways in which we can be our best selves.

Year 8 Art and Design Group’s Return to the Castle Fine Art Gallery
Aspiring to be their best selves, on Tuesday, the Year 8 Art & Design Group returned to the
Castle Fine Art Gallery in the Grand Arcade to submit their artwork in response to the gallery’s
2022 Young Fine Artist Competition. The group had been working on their ‘creative responses’
pieces for the past three afternoons, after previously visiting the gallery and learning much
about the contemporary artists whose work is exhibited there. Each pupil selected a particular
theme, style or artist, which interested or inspired them, and it was their task to create their own
artwork in response to their visit. This was a creative challenge which encouraged both
independent thinking and curiosity. All the pupils were praised for both the originality of their
artwork and for the time and care that they had taken over their entries, with commendations
awarded for exceptional innovation. The winning artwork will be framed and displayed in the
gallery, alongside the artist’s original work later in the summer.
Lillian’s winning artwork and her review:
‘I really enjoyed looking around the gallery and getting the chance to independently work out
what piece of art I would like to interpret in my own way. In my painting, I wanted the piece to
have layers and maybe to include an ironic twist; I saw this in the artist’s original work. That’s
why I chose ‘The Girl with the Pearl Earring’, but then I painted hoops on her, instead of
pearls.
From the talks at the gallery and from working on the competition back in the art room, I felt that
I learnt the steps of what it is like to be an independent artist. I also really liked the colourful and
abstract style of art that Domingo Zapata created, so I was inspired to recreate the same feel
and the powerful aspects of it’.
Year 6 have also been inspired in Art this week, studying the beautiful Lake District landscapes
of William Heaton Cooper. In the weeks ahead, they will be drawing their own landscape art in a
similar style.
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In the Foundation class I visited this week, the children were enjoying learning about different
3-D shapes including cones, cubes and cylinders. Meanwhile Year 1 pupils have been exploring
number sequences in their Maths lessons.
As part of their topic on Dinosaurs, Year 2 have been role-playing as paleontologists. The
children have been learning all about the fossilisation process and what and how they can
discover from fossils. They have applied their skills of study, drawing and writing to this topic,
and have also been creative in designing and making their very own fossil replicas.

Year 5 First Aid Training
Our Year 5 have been learning First Aid skills this week, with special training delivered by staff
from our school Health Centre. The children learned about CPR, as well as how to respond to
emergencies and allergies, including how to use an epi-pen. The pupils also discussed
accidents and risks, linking this with their Personal Social Health and Citizenship Education
(PSHCE) curriculum.
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