A Year in Pre Prep
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The Southfield Year

Welcome
Starting school is one of the most
significant milestones in a child’s life,
and the early years are crucial for
confidence building as each child
begins their educational journey. Most
children are excited and keen to make
the transition, but it can also be a
daunting experience, so it’s crucial that
our emphasis is on nurturing and
creating familiarity during the first
months. A Foundation teacher’s role is
to build an understanding of each child
and cherish them for who they are,
guiding and supporting them through
all the challenges and achievements
during their first year.
St Faith’s Pre Prep is set in its own
building with a separate playground
and wonderful ‘Wild Place’ to explore.
In Foundation the environment is
similar to that of a nursery, with
children taught sitting on the carpet
and a mixture of teacher-directed and
child-initiated lessons, which creates
the perfect atmosphere for learning. At
this age, we know that cross curricular
learning works best, the children
choose a topic of interest, and the
lessons are designed to help them

It is this gentle and
nurturing
beginning to life at
St Faith’s, coupled
with a dynamic
curriculum, that
equips the children
with a lifelong love
of learning.

make links to bring the subject to life in
an engaging way which captures their
imagination.
Giving children responsibility for
others is another wonderful way to
build confidence and to develop social
skills. We involve the Year 3 pupils to
help the current Year 2’s make the next
transition from Pre Prep to Prep
school, which involves an informal but
planned welcome presentation, and a
showcase of what they have enjoyed
since moving up.
It is this gentle and nurturing
beginning to life at St Faith’s, coupled
with a dynamic curriculum, that equips
the children with a lifelong love of
learning. Pupils are taught Spanish
from the second term of Foundation
and the recent introduction of
Engineering into the core curriculum,
made us one of the first schools in the
UK to do so at primary level, and for
which The Times awarded us
‘Strategic Education Initiative of the
Year 2018’.
The St Faith’s community is a happy
one, with a friendly inclusive culture.
Children are encouraged to ‘Be their
best self’ as they learn and grow, and
are encouraged to develop lively,
enquiring minds to equip them for the
challenges of the future.
The following pages provide you with
a brief overview of some of the
wonderful learning and developmental
opportunities our children have
experienced in the past school year.
From the challenge of riding balance
bikes to sharing reading with some of
our older pupils in the Michaelmas
term; to book week and Little Inventor
Day in the Lent term; and hatching
ducklings and competing in sports day
in the summer term - life in Pre Prep at
St Faith's is full of adventure, learning
and challenge.
Mrs Linda Smith
Head of Pre Prep
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Michaelmas Term
Scavenger
Hunt
On a Saturday morning at the
start of the academic year there
were plenty of excited families
visiting the school for the first St
Faith’s Parents’ Association
Scavenger Hunt. Most new Pre
Prep families came along to
enjoy a leisurely ramble around
the school grounds and to
become more familiar with the
school. After a gloomy
beginning the sun finally came
out and allowed the children to
play outside and meet each
other in a relaxed setting. This is
a lovely annual event that
welcomes new families to our
community.

Balance Bikes
Every year all our
Foundation
children take part
in an exciting
balance bike
programme
designed to get
children enjoying
and developing
the important life
skill of cycling.
Taught in 40
minute sessions, a specialist teacher
helps the pupils improve their balance,
agility and coordination. The bikes
have no pedals which helps to achieve
confidence on the bike and control it
effectively. After five sessions our mini
Chris Froomes and Victoria

Pendletons knew how to stop the
bike with control and make it go
where they wanted it to. Playing
games like Mouse Trap and
Grandparent’s Footsteps
introduced the children to different
control techniques.

New Play
Apparatus

In September we were delighted with
the finished product of our new
bespoke play equipment for Pre
Prep. It is a ‘one of a kind’ design
featuring ‘a bundle of twigs’ and
multiple activities and routes for the
children to take. These pictures show
just how striking it is, especially in St
Faith’s red.
Ms Cox, our Pre Prep Play
Supervisor, said that ‘being exposed

to smiley upside down faces has
become a normal part of my working
day as another child manages to
complete the monkey bars for the first
time. This apparatus has proven to be
an extremely popular addition to
playtime, making it even more fun and
provides enjoyment for every kind of
child whatever their recreational
desires may be. Many Year 3 students
who pass by will approach me to say

how they wished they had this
climbing frame when they were in Pre
Prep’.
Many thanks to the SFPA (St Faith’s
Parents’ Association) who made a
substantial donation towards the
purchase and construction of this
apparatus.
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Michaelmas

Fire
Engine
Visit
Our Year 1
children
enjoyed a
wonderful
morning with
the Cambridge Fire Officers at
the end of the Michaelmas term.
The children loved sitting in the
fire engine and looking at all the
equipment on board. They learnt
what everything does, and as
you can imagine, they loved
using the hose!

Nativities
At St Faith’s the Foundation Nativity and Year 2 Christmas
Production are always a highlight of the festive period, and this year
was no exception. The Foundation children lit up the stage with their
humorous, musical interpretation of the Christmas story, in ‘Whoopsa-daisy-angel’. There was a wonderful array of costumes, and
of course, many unpredictable moments. It is quite remarkable
that such young children can perform on stage with so much
confidence.
The Year 2 classes performed their eco-themed musical ‘Eddie the
Penguin Saves the World’ with impressive clarity and confidence.
The whole year group took part and all really enjoyed themselves and
revelled in the fun and challenges of putting together a large scale
production. A big thank you to the Year 2 team who so skilfully put
together these productions every year.
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Year 6 Reading to
Foundation

In English our Year 6 pupils spent the Michaelmas term
developing their descriptive writing skills and studying
how children’s books often appeal to the senses. As a
result, the English and Pre Prep department organised
several shared reading sessions throughout the term
where Foundation children joined up with the Year 6
classes in the library and, as you can see from the
pictures, it was a great pleasure to all involved.

Christmas Lunch/
Christmas Party
In the few weeks leading up to
Christmas the children are always
busy preparing Christmas cakes
and Christmas cards for their
parents; however, the final week of
term is the most fun. Each year the
week begins with the Christmas
dinner and a visit from Father
Christmas. The following day, all
the Pre Prep staff organise a
Christmas Party where everyone
spends the afternoon playing
games before gathering in the
dining hall for a delicious tea party
and to sing Christmas Songs to
our catering staff. These photos
demonstrate how we embrace this
tradition each year.
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Lent Term
Claytime Performance

Foundation and Year 1 enjoyed an interactive story-telling
session, called ‘Claytime’ during the Lent Term. The class is
designed to develop the children’s creativity and imagination
as well as their understanding of structuring a story, by using
a beginning, middle and end. The children were all fully
engaged in the performance and thoroughly enjoyed creating
their own stories as the artists modelled the clay to illustrate

Book Week
At St Faith’s we believe that reading is at the heart
of a good education. As in previous years our
wonderful Librarian, Miss Johnson, organised a
Book Week full of literary events for the whole
school. In Prep Prep there was a character dressup day where the teachers threw themselves into
the spirit of the
occasion when they
dressed up as the
Giraffes that can’t
dance and the
World’s Worst
Children. In addition,
Guy Parker Rees,
author and illustrator
of ‘Giraffes Can’t
Dance’ and ‘Never
Ask a Dinosaur to
Dinner’, spent the
day with the children
in special art
workshops.

the flow of the children’s ideas. Afterwards the
children were able to get their hands dirty and made
their own clay models before returning to their
classrooms to practise structured storytelling.
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Little Miss Inventor

In March, we celebrated the release
of the latest character in the ‘Little
Miss’ series, Little Miss Inventor. Our
own female ‘inventor’ and Head of
Engineering, Dr Hoyle, organised a
special engineering day for all the
Year 2 pupils. To begin the day, three

Year 1 Production

Confidence shone on stage in
the Year 1 Production of ‘There’s
a Sunflower in my Supper!’ The
children sang and danced their
way through the production with
great joy and self-assurance.
Many congratulations to each
and every pupil and of course a
big thanks to the talented Year 1
teachers who produced this
show with skill and precision. In
keeping with our school for the
whole family philosophy there
were many proud parents and
grandparents in the audience.

members of staff invited the children
to invent solutions to their problems
such as how can we make recycling
bins more attractive? And how can I
make my bicycle noisier to warn
pedestrians? The children were not
short of ideas and approached all the

Walk Through Easter
It was Confucius who said, “What I
hear I forget, what I see I remember,
what I do I understand.” This is
especially true for young learners
who use all their senses to explore
and gain meaning from what they do.
Practical hands-on activities are key
learning opportunities in Pre Prep and
in the Lent term our Year 1 and 2
pupils spent a day walking through
Holy Week. The day started with the
children waving palm leaves and
singing Hosanna as they followed
Daisy the Donkey to Ashburton Hall
for assembly. The pupils then broke
off into smaller groups to visit key
figures from the Easter Story;
activities included having their feet
washed by Peter, learning about the
last supper with John and speaking
to Mary about the resurrection. This
walk through event is the latest of its
kind organised by Mrs Smith, Head of
Pre Prep with past events including a
Walk through Islam and a Walk
through the Great Fire of London.

challenges with great enthusiasm and
ingenuity with the willing and very
able support of some of the Year 7
pupils . In the afternoon practical
activities started; pupils learnt how to
make giant bubbles using hoolahoops, designed parachutes and
created circuit bugs with wired LED
lights.
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Lent

Music Lessons

Ms Overman, our Pre Prep music
teacher, spends an hour a week with
our Foundation pupils (1 x 30 minute
class music lesson, 1 x 30 minute
whole year singing lesson). The focus
of these sessions is on developing
their rhythm and singing voice, before
Ms Overman leads them on an
exploration of world music, via the
introduction of games and

Sewing – Jack and the Flumflum Tree
In the Lent Term, our Year 1
children spent time getting to
grips with sewing, both by
hand and with a sewing
machine. Inspired by the story
‘Jack and the Flumflum Tree’
by Julia Donaldson, the
children hand sewed together
four different material squares
to make a patchwork design.
They then used the sewing
machine to sew on the back
and handle to create a bag.
The children decided that the
machine was not only much
easier but much more fun than
sewing by hand. Their
creations were very
impressive and what a
fantastic new skill for them to
learn!

instruments, in Year 1. In Year 2 all
our pupils are confident performers
so we have introduced the added
option of learning a strings
instrument. By this age they are all
developmentally ready and we
believe that teaching musical
instruments helps to build up the
children’s self-esteem and patience,
as well as improving their brain
development.

9

Summer Term
Duck Eggs

This Summer, Foundation had the
opportunity to look after some duck
eggs kindly brought in by Mrs Bates.
They sat proudly in the Pre Prep
reception area and barely a child, or
teacher, passed without gazing into
their incubator to see if there were
any signs of cracking. The school
saw the safe arrival of eleven
ducklings and on their last day Mrs
Bates held the first ever St Faith’s

duck launch. The ducklings took to
the water with confidence, and this
caused great excitement amongst the
Foundation children.
Learning about life cycles and
watching the hatching process has
multiple benefits for the children as

Spanish Lessons
In Pre Prep our Spanish lessons are
carefully tailored to the different age
groups and their learning is
supported by the use of mime,
songs, flashcards and lots of
repetition. All our pupils have weekly
Spanish lessons (once a week for
Foundation and twice weekly for
Years 1 and 2) in order to gradually
prepare them for the transition to
Year 3. We aim to link the lessons to
what pupils are learning in their other
lessons to make their Spanish
learning relevant. For example, during
the Summer term Foundation were
buzzing with excitement whilst
learning all the tricky Spanish
sounds, counting to 15 and learning
the colours of the rainbow. The Year 1
sessions focused on farm animals,
counting up to 79 and learning key
verbs in Spanish; and in their final
year of Pre Prep our Year 2 classes

had a minibeast
extravaganza and have
learnt the names of
garden critters, big jungle
animals and can now
confidently count to 100!

they learn how to care for animals
and to see what they need in order to
thrive such as food and water. It’s
also important for them to learn
about the fragility of life; having to
accept that some eggs might not
hatch or survive the hatching
process.
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Summer

School Trips

We went on some wonderful trips
during the summer term:
Foundation had a fantastic day at
South Angle Farm Park in Soham. We
really enjoyed getting up close to a
whole host of different animals,
including alpacas, pigs and goats. A
real highlight was feeding the lambs!
We were also introduced to a
selection of minibeasts and reptiles,
including a centipede, corn snake,
giant snails and a tarantula called
Princess Fuzzyboots! We also met a
bearded dragon and were able to

Late Stay and
After School
Activities
The school has an abundance of
complementary after school
activities for Pre Prep children.
An example of those available
during the most recent Summer
Term include: Chess, Cooking,
Strings, Computer Fun, Super
STEAM and Book Club. As the
children move on through the
school the variety increases. The
school has over 80 after school
activities available each week to
encourage our children to
explore an exciting range of
hobbies, sports and disciplines.

stroke him and some children were
able to feed him mealworm! We also
enjoyed cuddles with a rabbit and a
friendly guinea pig.

Year 1 had an exciting day at Great
Notley Country Park for Pirate
Training School. We met our captain
and wondered what duties would be
thrown at us pirates. Having been
ship-wrecked off the coast of an
‘island’, our challenge was to survive
the day without mutiny. By working
together to tackle a series of team
and individual challenges, we had
lots of fun learning about ourselves
and our fellow pirates. Activities
included shelter-building, a blindfold
trail, map reading and walk-theplank. A wonderful day was had by
all and there were some very sleepy
Pirates on the coach trip home!
Year 2 had a wonderful, sunny day at
Wicken Fen. We enjoyed a variety of
activities, including a sensory board
walk where we heard a cuckoo and a
reed warbler, smelt a variety of
medicinal herbs and spotted
dragonflies and damselflies. We also
visited the Fen Cottage and
workshop where we learnt about how
people used to live and work on the
Fens. We also had great fun pond
dipping; some children were lucky
enough to catch a newt, dragonfly
nymph and a whirligig beetle!
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Sports Day
In early June the sports field was
awash with excited children and
expectant parents as pupils and
families gathered for the much
anticipated Pre Prep Sports Day.
Every child in Pre Prep took to the
field for a number of races from
obstacle to egg and spoon, hurdles to
200m. The whole event was
thoroughly enjoyable. The eagerly
awaited ‘Parents’ Relay Race’ (a
highly competitive race between
parents of the three Pre Prep year
groups) did not disappoint the
watching children and was eventually
won by Foundation parents to much
applause and calls of ‘Run Mummy,
run!’.

+

St Faith’s
Trumpington Rd, Cambridge CB2 8AG
01223 352073 info@stfaiths.co.uk admissions@stfaiths.co.uk
www.stfaiths.co.uk

