
Year 6 Humanities Work: People who Changed the World 

Year 6 learnt about Martin Luther, someone who had a big impact on life in Europe in the 

16th century. They then researched a person of their choice and considered how that 

person changed the world. 

By Ada ς her work on Ataturk 

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 
  
Childhood: 
  
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was born in 1881 in Salonica to Ali Riza Efendi, who died when Mustafa was just 7 years old, 
and Zubeyde Hanim. His family was Muslim, spoke Turkish and were of middle class wealth. His father was Albanian 
and his mother was Turkish. In Mustafa's early years, his mother encouraged him to go to religious school. However, 
his father wanted him to be in the trade industry. Not listening to his parents, Mustafa secretly went to military 
school and graduated in 1902.  
  
Military career: 
  
Shortly after graduating, he was arrested for his anti-monarchist activities. After being in prison for several months, 
he was released by his former school director. After being released, Mustafa was assigned to Fifth army. He also 
joined a secret, small society of reformist officers led by Mustafa Elvan. In 1907 he was promoted to senior captain 
and later assigned to the third army.  
  
Wars:  
  
Mustafa fought in many wars. These included the Italo-Turkish war, the Balkan wars, and the first world war. In the 
first world war the Ottoman empire was defeated and soon after, the allies occupied Anatolia. This was the turning 
point for Mustafa Kemal as after this he decided to join the Turkish War of Independence and became one of the 
leading figures.  
  
Turkish War of Independence: 
  
Mustafa Kemal knew that he could not make a big impact whilst staying in Istanbul so he moved to Anatolia and 
started a movement against the occupying forces. After the Ottoman parliament was dissolved by English forces, he 
established a new Turkish parliament in Ankara in April 23rd 1920. He later dedicated that day to children and it is 
still celebrated as a national holiday. The next two years were filled with war resolving in September 1922 with the 
defeat of Greek forces in Izmir. In 1923 the republic of Turkey was established. From that point on, until his death, 
Ataturk made a lot of changes to modernize the country including giving woman equal civil and political rights ahead 
of many western countries and voting rights. He died in 1938 and he is currently buried in a sarcophagus in Ankara. 
He took the last name of Ataturk which literally means the father of Turks. In addition to his brilliant military and 
political carrier, Ataturk was the author of many books including a geometry book for high school. 
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