Year 8 English
Year 8s were given two tasks
1. A series of photographs of people from which they had to create an analysis of 'first
impressions' based on their appearance, demeanour and location.
2. A series of famous portraits for which they have had to do roughly the same
exercise.
Here is Ava’s analysis of Gustav Klimt’s Portrait of Adel Block-Bauer

Here is Daisy’s analysis of David Hockney’s Mr & Mrs Clark and Percy

Title of portrait selected: Mr & Mrs Clark and Percy

Artist’s name: David Hockney
If there are two people in the painting, note who are you writing about: The man

What are your first impressions of this ‘character’? If you met them, what words would
spring to mind?





He looks disinterested and inattentive.
He seems very bored and apathetic.
Self-centred and unaware of others, the way he sits makes it looks like he just expects
people to come to him and do things for him.
Relaxed, calm and nonchalant.

Describe their appearance as far as you can.







His clothes look very nice and quite expensive.
He has brown shoes which look a little bit like modern-day high heels, but back when
this was painted I imagine it was in style for men to wear those kind of shoes.
He has quite long brown hair
He has a faint brown beard and moustache.
One arm is leaning over the back of the chair nonchalantly, and the hand of that arm is
holding a cigarette between his fingers.
It looks like he was an attractive, rich man which might be why he looks quite selfcentred.

Does the background and lighting the artist chose tell you anything else about this
person?


It looks like quite a nice house in the background, as there is a balcony, which proves
my theory that he is quite rich.



Although the house looks quite expensive it is also pretty empty and there are a few
thing just lying around on the floor; the telephone, the lamp. I think this reflects the
character of the man; quite empty and plain.



The lighting is very dull and dim which again makes it seem like the man is quite
bored.



The dull lighting also tells us that the relationship between the man and the woman in
the painting might not be a very good one. They also do not look very happy and I
think the dim lighting eccentricates this.

If there is no background, why do you think this is?
There is a background.

Look more closely at their facial expression: which emotions do you think you can
read there?


The man does not look very happy, he looks bored and uninterested, like I mentioned
earlier.



The other person in the portrait also looks incurious and apathetic, and by the way that
the two characters aren't even looking at each other, it makes me believe that they
don't like each other very much.



Their characters look uninterested in each other and what each other are saying and I
think their facial expressions show this to me very clearly.



Although the man looks impassive I think behind his straight face he looks like he
could be thinking about something intently, he's just not thinking about what the
woman might be saying.

Why did you choose this portrait?
I chose this portrait because it intrigued me, as when I looked it was painted between 1970
and 1971 and the way it is painted kind of looks like a modern day cartoon. I thougt it was a
very modern painting for its time and I wanted to look more closely into the picture. I also
wanted to find out more about the relationship between Mr & Mrs Clark as it doesn't look
like they like each other very much and thought studying it would help me understand a lot
more about it.
Would you like/not like to meet them in real life?
No, I don't think I would like to meet him or his wife in real life.
Why/why not?
I wouldn't like to meet them in real life because they don't look like very interesting people.
I also feel like if I were to meet him and talk to him he wouldn't be listening to what I was
saying. However, would like to meet their cat.

