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Perfect Picture Books

An absolutely stunning 

edition of this traditional 

tale, with beautiful pop-up 

scenes on every page.

Once Upon a Tune brings 

you the stories behind six 

world-famous pieces of 

music. The stories are 

excitingly told and 

stunningly illustrated by 

James Mayhew, renowned 

for bringing classical 

music, art and storytelling 

to families across the UK.

Bringing the festive fun 

of Tom Fletcher’s 

original Christmas story 

to younger readers, 

this delightful rhyming 

retelling is the heart 

warming tale of a 

plucky dinosaur 

determined to help pull 

Santa’s sleigh.

In this wonderfully festive 

picture book, Yuval 

Zommer imagines the 

Northern Lights' fleeting 

journey from space to 

Earth and how they weave 

a special magic for the 

animals and people living 

in the frozen lands below.

A funny, festive sequel 

from the creators of 

The Day the Crayons 

Quit.  



Perfect Picture Books

Reminiscent of The Snow 
Queen, beautifully written 
and sumptuously 
illustrated, Frindleswyldeis
a classic in the making.

A gloriously festive 
illustrated story from the 
bestselling and award-
winning Rob Biddulph, 
the creative star behind 
the viral #DrawWithRob.

Wind and play the 
nostalgic carol Deck the 
Halls as you settle down to 
share Clement C. Moore's 
classic story 'Twas Night 
Before Christmas. The 
holidays never sounded so 
magical.

A magical, beautifully 

illustrated  picture book for 

Christmas, written by the 

incomparable Julia 

Donaldson.  The book 

celebrates the Christmas 

Tree gifted from Norway for 

display in Trafalgar Square 

every year.

In this heartwarming tale 

of a boy who wants to tell 

stories but struggles with 

words, the bestselling 

creators of Ada Twist, 

Scientist deliver a 

delightful message about 

the might of art and the 

importance of finding 

your unique way of 

expressing yourself.



Perfect Picture Books

In honour of the 95th

anniversary of Winnie-

the-Pooh, Jane Riordan 

has written this collection 

of illustrated stories as a 

prequel to A.A. Milne’s 

books about the famous 

bear.

This beautiful book makes 

the perfect December gift, 

featuring Winston the 

Mouse on another exciting 

adventure.  The book is 

split into 24-and-a-half 

chapters, one to read every 

day in December, with each 

chapter also including a 

festive activity for the 

family to enjoy.

Look forward to bedtime 
with this richly illustrated 
treasury of 50 bedtime 
stories from around the 
world, each the perfect 
length to read aloud.

This glimmering, gorgeous 
book is a gentle story that 
showcases the amazing 
celebrations of light across 
different communities, 
including Lunar New Year, 
Diwali, Hanukkah and 
Ramadan.

Follow 14 children as they 
grow from babies to adults 
in this inclusive picture 
book affirming individual 
talents, needs and rights. 
Antony’s humorous, 
dynamic illustrations 
delicately develop each 
child’s story from page to 
page.



Riveting Reads for ages 7-11

Bursting with festive 

charm and 

imagination, this 

magical adventure 

written by J.K. Rowling 

revolves around a boy’s 

determined quest to 

find his missing toy pig 

before Christmas Day.

The Christmas Carrolls is 

a heartwarming, 

hilarious and inclusive 

tale about the power of 

spreading cheer, the 

magic of friendship and 

what really matters at 

this time of the year.

A captivating, illustrated 

young fiction novel about 

a kind girl and a lost bear 

cub, from the much-

loved, award-winning 

author-illustrator Emma 

Chichester-Clark.

This book encourages 

children to follow 

examples set by 

animals in how to be 

brave, confident and 

kind, and learn how to 

be their very best self! 

The magical new 

festive adventure 

from bestselling 

author, Tom 

Fletcher.



Riveting Reads for ages 7-11

Matt Sewell’s Atlas of 

Amazing 

Migrations follows some 

of the most epic, 

dangerous and iconic 

species’ journeys, 

beautifully illustrated with 

his own watercolour 

pictures. The perfect gift 

for young nature lovers.

The author of A Boy 

Called 

Christmas delivers 

the irresistibly 

charming tale of a 

resourceful, cheese-

obsessed mouse on a 

grand adventure.

An absorbing animal 

adventure, with subtle 

references to climate change 

and the plight of endangered 

species. The Last Bear tells 

the story of April, the 

daughter of an Arctic 

researcher, and her chance 

encounter with a lone polar 

bear.

From recipes to gardening 
projects, this fully illustrated 
compendium of activities 
for every weekend of the 
year is a great way to get 
children connecting with 
nature and bears the 
National Trust’s stamp of 
quality.

A magical tribute to the 
wonder of books and 
reading, the debut 
children’s novel from 
playwright David Farr.



Riveting Reads for ages 9-12

Heart-stopping fantasy 
from the Costa-shortlisted 
and critically acclaimed 
author of the 
bestselling The Midnight 
Guardians.

Selected by Waterstones 

as their ‘Children’s Gift 

of the Year’, Julia and 

the Shark is described 

as “a beautiful, lyrical, 

uplifting story about a 

mother, a daughter, and 

love - with timely 

themes of the 

importance of science 

and the environment.”

Inspired by E. Nesbit's 

classic novel, this 

beautifully crafted tale 

from bestselling author 

Jacqueline Wilson tells of 

Phoebe, her mother and 

her siblings who must 

adjust to a new life by the 

railway after the beloved 

father of the family 

suddenly disappears.

This collection of 

bestselling, award-

winning and exciting 

debut authors will lead 

you on a snow-covered 

wintry journey of 

Christmassy crimes, 

festive foul play and 

murderously magnificent 

mysteries!

From Onjali Q. Rauf, the 
award-winning and best-
selling author of The Boy 
at the Back of the Class, 
comes an incredible story 
about missing histories 
and the concept of a 
universal family, told with 
humour and heart.

https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-midnight-guardians/ross-montgomery/9781406391183


A stunningly illustrated book 
of extraordinary city maps, 
telling the story of human 
civilisation throughout 
history.

A fabulous supernatural 

adventure with a lovable 

lead character. A great 

book to get absorbed in 

over the holidays!

Riveting Reads for ages 9-12

This full-colour book 

combines original stories 

with facts about tree 

science.  The magical 

interlinked stories about 

what one girl learns from 

talking to trees throughout 

Time and from around the 

world reminds us of the 

importance of trees in our 

lives.

A gorgeously gothic 

book, perfect for long 

winter nights!  The

mesmerising story 

features six sisters 

living with their 

frightening father on a 

remote farm and what 

happens when a circus 

brings an enigmatic 

puppeteer to town . . .

Deemed “the Queen of 

historical fiction for 

children” and a St Faith’s 

favourite, Emma Carroll 

delivers yet another 

enthralling adventure, this 

time set in 1960s England 

as the Cuban Missile Crisis 

and a runaway girl 

threaten to expose a 

shattering secret.



Brilliant Books for Older Readers (age 11+)

A dazzling, feminist 

retelling of Greek myth 

from Jessie Burton, the 

internationally 

bestselling author 

of The 

Miniaturist, stunningly 

illustrated by Olivia 

Lomenech Gill.

The queen of the YA 

thriller and author 

of One of Us Is 

Lying delivers another 

gripping, deadly 

mystery filled with 

sharply-drawn 

characters and 

countless plot twists.

A fabulously fresh 

retelling of Cinderella 

with a heroine who 

isn't afraid to take her 

destiny into her own 

hands . . .

The breath-taking 

conclusion to Malorie’s 

Blackman’s ground-

breaking Noughts and 

Crosses dystopia.

Read the book which 

inspired the 2021 

Denis Villeneuve epic 

film adaptation with 

this stunning new gift 

edition of one of the 

pivotal works of 

science fiction

https://www.waterstones.com/author/jessie-burton/452085
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-miniaturist/jessie-burton/9781447250937

