
Animals of the Amazon

By Toby



Birds of the Amazon



Scarlet Macaw

+They are the largest of all 

parrot species, growing up to 

92 centimetres long.

+However, they only weigh 0.9 

kilograms.

+In the wild they can live 30 –

50 years, over half the life of 

an average human!



Harpy Eagle

+ Their talons are longer than a grizzly bear's 

claws and could puncture a human 

skull easily.

+ They can catch very large birds to eat, and 

sometimes even pluck monkeys from trees.

+ They live between 25 and 35 years.

+ They are the national bird of Panama.

+ Their wingspan can reach 225 cm



Toco Toucan

+Toco toucans are the largest 

species of toucan

+Fully grown, they are between 55 

and 65 centimetres.

+They can live up to 20 years.

+They make their nests in holes in 

trees, often made 

by woodpeckers.



Mammals found in the 
Rainforest



Capybara

+ They are the largest rodents in the world, up 

to 134 centimetres, the same as the average 

weight of an 8-year-old child.

+ They can weigh up to 66 kg, more than 

average 20-year-old.

+ They live between 8 and 10 years.

+ Like many domestic rodents, they eat their 

own poo.



Amazon River 
Dolphin

+Their brain capacity is 40% larger 

than a human's!

+They are really a species of 

toothed whale.

+They can grow up to 240 

centimetres in length.

+They weigh up to 205 kg, about 

the weight of 3 grown men put 

together.



Two Toed Sloth

+Sloths can hold their breath for 

up to 40 minutes.

+Unlike three-toed-sloths, two-

toed-sloths are nocturnal.

+Sloths only poo once a week

+ It takes 30 days for a sloth's 

stomach to digest one leaf.



Reptiles from the River



Green Anaconda

+Green anacondas can grow over 9 

metres long.

+They are the worlds heaviest snake, 

the biggest one found was over 400 

kg

+They can eat enormous animals, such 

as 150 centimetre caiman.

+Anacondas are, surprisingly, nocturnal 

animals.



Black Caiman

+Black caiman are the largest 

of all crocodilians, reaching 

up to six metres in length.

+Their average weight is 1300 

kg, similar to that of 20 

grown men.

+Their bite force is a 

whopping 6000 PSI, over 

three times that of a jaguar.



Green Iguana

+When young they are bright 

green, but slowly get darker as 

they age.

+ If they need to, they can regrow 

their tails within a year.

+They are approximately 1 

½ metres long.

+ If they get too cold, they can't 

move, or hold on to the trees 

that they were sitting on, 

meaning they fall out.



Amazonian Amphibians



Strawberry 
Poison Dart Frog

+ Unlike other frogs, strawberry poison dart 

frogs are semi-arboreal, meaning they spend a 

lot of time in the trees.

+ Once their eggs have hatched, the 

males carry their tadpoles on their backs, up to 

plants that have water in them from the rain.

+ The poison on their backs is alkaline, but still 

fatal to anything that touches it.

+ Fully grown, they are only 17-24 millimetres.



Red Eyed Tree 
Frog

+ When fully grown, they are only a maximum 

of 7 ½ centimetres.

+ They are one of the only types of fully 

arboreal amphibians.

+ They change how dark a green their skin is 

depending on their mood.



Bugs of the forest



Bullet ant

The bullet ant sting is said to feel like 
being shot. This is because their venom 
puts your nervous system into override.

However, their sting doesn’t contain 
lasting venom or poison, and doesn’t do 
any future harm.

They are one of the largest ant species 
in the world, growing as much as to 3 
centimetres long.



Blue Morpho Butterfly

Blue morpho butterflies are 
so big that you can see 
them when flying over a 

rainforest

Blue morpho caterpillars 
moult five times before 
going into the chrysalis 

stage.

Blue morphos are actually 
very slow and wobbly in 

flight, not sleek and fast
as you might expect.


