
The Amazon River



Geography



The Source

The main source of the River Amazon is at lake 
Vilafro in the Andes mountain range in western 
south America at an altitude of 4,674m above sea 
level.  From there it flows east to the Atlantic 
Ocean. 



Features

Waterfalls:

Cachoeira de Iracema.

Cachoeira do Santuário.

Cachoeira Pedra Furada.

Cachoeira Asframa.

Cachoeira dos Passaros.

There are roughly 275 waterfalls on the Amazon 
river.

Rapids:
There are over 50 rapids 
on the Amazon river. 



The Mouth

The Amazon River strictly doesn’t have a delta but 
instead it has a complex assortment of sedimental 
islands. It opens onto the Atlantic ocean. It is 30km 
wide at the estuary (mouth).



Statistics

• About 219 million litres are discharged into the 
Atlantic ocean per second (which is one fifth of 
the worlds river water flow). 

• The Amazon is 7,062km long.

• The average depth is around 35m deep, but it 
goes down to 100m deep at its deepest points.

• The average width of the Amazon river is 
between 2 - 6 miles bat it can reach up to 
30miles in width.

• The average speed is 1.5mph but it can reach 
50kph in the wet season.

• The average temperature is 25oc but it can drop 
to 0oc.



Animals



Amphibians
Reptiles



Poison Dart Frog
The Poison Dart frog (Dendrobatidae)is ,of course, poisonous. The bright colours of a dart 
frog are to tell other creatures to stay away because he is poisonous (which is true 
anyway). Their diet consists of of ants and termites found on the forest floor. They are prey 
to only the Fire - Bellied snake who has developed an immunity to the frog’s poison.



Toad 
The toad can be distinguished from the frog because it is bigger, and it has more “scaly” 
skin. Some species of toads, when squished at the belly, let out a poisonous “puss”. Toads 
eat mostly insects, but some species eat small mammals and even other amphibians.



Salamander
A salamander or a newt grows a tail in later life whereas frogs don’t.  The average length is 
about 15cm (6”) but the largest salamander ever recorded was 1.8m (6ft). A salamander's 
diet are invertebrates like slugs and spiders.



Alligator
Male alligators are usually larger than female ones so the average size for a female is about 
2.6m (8.2ft) but a male’s average size 3.4m (11.2ft). Males can grow to up to half a ton or 
454kg (1000lbs). An alligator’s diet consists of poultry, rodents and fish.



Birds



Parakeet

A parakeet is a medium sized bird 
that comes from the parrot family. 
They have long tail feathers and 
crests. They can grow up to 13cm 
(5.12”) in length and a 30cm 
(11.81”) wingspan. A parakeet will 
eat fruit, nectar and insects and 
their larvae.



Spectacled Owl

The spectacled owl is the only 
known owl to permanently inhabit 
the Amazon basin. It is the largest 
rainforest owl and was named after 
the white plumage around its eyes, 
all the rest of the other feathers are 
brown except for cream-coloured
ones on its breast and abdomen. It 
eats mainly mice and insects that it 
takes directly off vegetation, but it 
can sometimes eat bats and other 
larger mammals.



Harpy Eagle

Harpy eagles feed mainly from 
monkeys and sloths which they pick 
from the trees. Their claws are 5” 
and could puncture a human skull 
with some degree of ease. A Harpy 
eagle could grow up to 36 – 40” and 
have a wingspan of up to 6.5ft.



Fish



Piranhas

A Piranha has 2 rows 10, razor sharp, 
interlocking teeth which can cut off the end 
of your finger. They have a lifespan of 10 –
20 years. It eats insects, fish, crustaceans 
and worms, a piranha will eat about 1/8 of 
its own body mas per day. The average 
speed of a piranha is 15 – 25 kph (10 –
15mph).



Catfish

They are 57cm (22”) long and have a 
lifespan of 60 years. They have a 
downwards facing mouth that skims over 
the mud at the bottom of the river and 
their “whiskers” feel the ground for insects 
and they can sense electrical vibrations of 
animals. 



Mammals



Pink Dolphin

The pink of a pink dolphin is 
thought to be scared tissue of 
rough games, in mating season, the 
brighter pink the male is the more 
attractive it is to a female. Pink 
dolphins indicate that the water is 
healthy.



Jaguar

The Jaguar uses rivers and other 
water y areas to its advantage by 
leading its prey into the river it is 
much quicker in the water than 
other animals so it can catch up to 
them. They are incredible climbers, 
sometimes climbing to catch a 
sloth or a monkey in the trees.



Human 
Civilisation



People

The people that live in the Amazon live in 
disconnected tribes in different areas of the forest. 
They hunt regularly and use very basic techniques 
which their ancestors used. They also have ancient 
religions and haven’t got any advanced technology, 
although they are welcome to unknown people with 
that ”advanced technology”.  



Houses

Houses are usually built on stilts to avoid floods of 
the Amazon river. They are not made of bricks or 
many housing materials we see in normal life; their 
houses are made from wood, and they have thatched 
roofed houses. They never seem to be quite sturdy 
but as people have lived in them for years I doubt it 
breaks very often. 


