Reception News

Dear families,

We have thoroughly enjoyed sharing our favourite books this week — and what a diverse selection the
children have shared! World Book Day was great fun, as we met illustrator and author Matty Long who
showed us how to draw characters from the Happy Magic Forest. Dr Hyde-Dunn brought giggles and the
pesty Mr Tiddles when he read one of his favourite stories earlier in the week and we enjoyed helping Mrs
Harmsworth (sorry — Supertato) thwart the mischievous team of Evil Peas (Miss Herbert, Miss Kersey & Mrs
Ellis).

As we have now finished teaching all 44 phonemes, your child has brought home the final 2 flashcards —
‘ure’ and ‘er’ — as well as a Level 3 sound mat. Please keep this, and the wallet with all flashcards at home
for further reinforcement. If you are missing any sounds, please let your child’s teacher know and we can
send home replacements. The remainder of this term will be spent revising and consolidating Level 3.

Our maths focus this week has been numbers 9 and 10 and we have begun to develop our estimating skills.
We would like children to continue practising this for homework with the following challenge.

You will need a quantity of 20-30 small counters, poms poms, Lego pieces or similar. Both you and your
child take a handful and then compare quantities, using these questions to support observations:

e | think there are more pom-poms in this hand than in this hand. Am | correct? Prove it!
e Can you tell me a sentence about the pompoms these children have collected?

e Can you use the words ‘more’ and ‘fewer’?

e How do you know there are more pom-poms in this hand?

e What makes you think this hand contains fewer pom-poms?

e What is similar between these cards? What is different?

Repeat a few times, and as ever, please share on Seesaw.

Our Oracy challenge this week has conversation focus — we would like you to play a game with your child
(and indeed the rest of the family if appropriate!) Pose the following questions to your child, and take it in
turns to come up with relevant ‘lists” You can extend the conversation by encouraging your child to use
connecting words 9 and, but, so, because) to develop and explain their thinking.

Name 5 things:

...that smell nice!

...that sound nice!

...that feel soft!

....that taste sweet!
Wishing you a wonderful weekend,

The Reception Team



